Curriculum Transparency Toolkit for U.S. Parents
Purpose:

As a parent, you have the right to know what your child is learning in school and ensure it
focuses on core academics while aligning with your family’s values. The federal Protection
of Pupil Rights Amendment (PPRA) (https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/20/1232h)
allows you to inspect instructional materials, such as textbooks, lesson plans, and videos.

This toolkit provides simple steps and tools to request, review, and address school
curricula, empowering you to advocate for age-appropriate, academically rigorous
education.

Why It Matters:

Schools may include controversial or non-academic content (e.g., gender identity, diversity
initiatives, or social-emotional learning) that conflicts with your values.

Transparency ensures schools prioritize subjects like math, reading, and history, as you’ve
expressed support for in advocating for factual, non-ideological curricula.

By knowing what’s taught, you can protect your child’s education and exercise your
parental rights, upheld by cases like Pierce v. Society of Sisters (1925)
(https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/268/510/).

Steps to Ensure Curriculum Transparency
1. Understand Your Rights

Federal Law: PPRA grants you the right to review all instructional materials, including
teachers’ manuals, textbooks, and digital resources. Schools must provide access upon
request and notify you of activities involving sensitive topics (e.g., politics, religion, sexual
attitudes).

Learn more about PPRA: https://www?2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ppra/index.html

State Laws: Many states require curriculum transparency. For example, Arizona’s A.R.S. §
15-721 (https://www.azleg.gov/ars/15/00721.htm) mandates that schools make curricula

publicly available. Check your state’s education department website (e.g., search “[Your
State] Department of Education”) for similar laws.

Supreme Court Support: Cases like Meyer v. Nebraska (1923)
(https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/262/390/) affirm your right to influence your

child’s education.

2. Request Curriculum Materials
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What to Do: Write or email your school’s principal or curriculum office to request access to
materials for your child’s grade and subject. Be specific to get faster results.

Sample Request Letter:
Dear [Principal/Curriculum Office Name],

Under the Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment (PPRA) (20 U.S.C. § 1232h,
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/20/1232h), | request to review all curriculum

materials for [Child’s Full Name], grade [Grade Level], in [Subject, e.g., social studies,
health] for the [School Year, e.g., 2025-2026] school year. This includes textbooks, lesson
plans, handouts, and digital resources. Please provide access in [specify format, e.g.,
electronic PDF or in-person review] within [specify timeframe, e.g., 10 business days].
Contact me at [Your Email/Phone] with any questions.

Sincerely, [Your Name]
Tips:
Check your school’s website for a curriculum section or public records request process.
Specify subjects or topics of concern (e.g., health education, social-emotional learning).
Request electronic copies to avoid copying fees, if possible.

3. Review the Materials
What to Look For:

Academic Focus: Do materials prioritize core subjects like math, reading, science, or
history, as you’ve advocated for in supporting rigorous, non-ideological curricula?

Age-Appropriateness: Is the content suitable for your child’s age and maturity?

Neutrality: Do lessons push ideological views (e.g., on gender, race, or politics) or remain
objective?

Alignment with Standards: Do materials match your state’s academic standards (check
your state education department’s website)?

Checklist for Reviewing Materials:
[1Content is clear, factual, and focused on academics.
[ ] Topics are age-appropriate and avoid sensitive issues without parental consent.

[ ] Materials align with state standards and avoid ideological bias.


https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/20/1232h

[ 1Sources and authors are credible and neutral.

Example Concerns: Look for lessons emphasizing non-academic topics like diversity,
equity, inclusion, or gender identity over core subjects, which may conflict with your
values, as noted in your interest in non-ideological education.

4. Engage with Your School
What to Do: If you find concerning content, take action:
Talk to Teachers: Schedule a meeting to discuss specific materials or lessons.

Contact the Principal: Share your concerns in writing or in person, suggesting alternatives
focused on academics.

Attend School Board Meetings and Contact the Governing Board: Voice your concerns
publicly and propose changes.

Sample Talking Points:

“I’m concerned that [specific lesson/material] focuses on [e.g., gender identity] instead of
academics. Can we replace it with material alighed with state standards?”

“Parents should be notified and consent before sensitive topics are taught, per PPRA.”

“l want my child’s education to prioritize math, reading, and history, as supported by [state
standards].”

Tips:
Be respectful but firm, citing PPRA or state laws.
Suggest alternatives, like classical education resources or state-approved textbooks.

Connect with other parents to amplify your voice, as inspired by groups like Arizona Women
of Action.

5. Escalate If Needed
What to Do: If your school denies access or ignores your concerns:

File a PPRA complaint with the U.S. Department of Education:
https://www?2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/complaint-process.html.

Use a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request (or state equivalent, like Arizona’s A.R.S. §
39-121, https://www.azleg.gov/ars/39/00121.htm) to access broader records, such as

curriculum contracts or teacher training materials, as outlined in our FOIA guide.
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Contact your state’s education department or ombudsman for support.
Tips:
Document all communications with the school.
Seek help from advocacy groups.
6. Additional Tools and Resources
Sample Curriculum Request Letter: Provided above for requesting materials under PPRA.
Checklist for Reviewing Materials: Use the checklist above to evaluate curricula.

Opt-Out Form: If you find concerning content, use our form to opt your child out of specific
lessons or surveys. [Link: To be hosted by our organization as a downloadable PDF]

Parental Rights Guide: Learn more about your rights under FERPA, PPRA, and other laws.
Federal Guidance:

PPRA Details: https://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ppra/index.html

File a Complaint: https://www?2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/complaint-process.html

State Resources: Check your state’s education department for curriculum standards and
transparency laws (e.g., Arizona’s A.R.S. § 15-721:
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/15/00721.htm).

Support: Follow us on X for advocacy tips and updates.
7. Tips for Success

Be Specific: Request materials for a specific grade, subject, or time period to get faster
responses.

Stay Respectful: Approach schools collaboratively to build trust, but stand firm on your
rights.

Focus on Academics: Emphasize your desire for rigorous, non-ideological education, as
you’ve advocated for in supporting factual curricula.

Connect with Others: Share findings with other parents or post on X to raise awareness,
using hashtags like #ParentalRights or #EducationTransparency.

Know Your State’s Laws: Some states, like Arizona (A.R.S. § 1-601,
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/1/00601.htm), recognize parental rights as fundamental, giving

you extra leverage.


https://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ppra/index.html
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/complaint-process.html
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/15/00721.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/1/00601.htm




